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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion was created four years ago as a means of communicating to both our membership and the World Wide Web at large the quantity and variety of activities and discussions that occur on Syndicomm Online.

I feel that it has succeeded.  In 48 issues, we've had roughly 200 unique "blurbs" describing message threads, conferences, and file releases that run the same breadth as our forums: classic computing, popular fiction, television premieres, modern Macintoshes, flashy video games, the dating scene, and more.

I've enjoyed the opportunity to create this venue and to use it to write to you once a month.  But now, two issues shy of a fifty-issue milestone, it's time to move on.

It must be some type of centennial fear: I wrote 300 video game reviews over six years before I began pursuing other formats; and now, 200 blurbs later, I'm ready to try something new again.  This time it'll be as editor of Juiced.GS, a quarterly publication dedicated to the Apple IIgs and its brethren.  This will be one of the first times I'm stepping into someone else's shoes, as opposed to beating my own path.  It is much easier for one to live up to standards when one is creating them along the way.  I'm looking forward to the challenge 2006 will bring, and to remaining a member of Syndicomm Online as I navigate those paths.

Thanks for reading, writing, posting, uploading, downloading, and more.  See you online.

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit <http://www.syndicomm.com/about/buddyprogram.html>, the Gamebits forum, and the Prolific Quill forum, respectively, for details.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to <http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that forum's keyword, or use the links below.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword      Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========   ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK      150   Eric Shepherd      HELPDESK
Palm OS             PALM          590   Thomas Compter     PALM
Macintosh           MAC           605   Ed Reppert         MAC
Apple II Forum      A2            645   Ryan Suenaga       A2
Newton Alive        NEWTON        650   Kim Howe           NEWTON
Live Games          LIVEGAMES     810   Lisa McKleroy      LIVEGAMES
Family Fun & Games  FUN           820   Michele Greb       FUN
Role Playing Games  RPG           833   Thomas Compter     RPG
Showbits            SHOWBITS      840   Ken Gagne          SHOWBITS
Gamebits            GAMEBITS      850   Ken Gagne          GAMEBITS
Singles             SINGLES       910   Ken Gagne          SINGLES
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS     915   Jamie Yates        REFUNDERS
Women's Life        WOMEN         940   Michele Greb       WOMEN
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE       950   Kathryn Holderman  FERTILE
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES      955   Lora Harville      DIABETES
Prolific Quill      QUILL         990   Ken Gagne          QUILL
Policy & Politics   POLICY       1600   Eric Shepherd      POLICY

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Macintosh
Page 605
Keyword: MAC
------------
Windows users may be satisfied with their Solitaire, Minesweeper, Quake, and Doom, but us Mac users require something a bit more cerebral.  In Category 14, Topic 4: Strategy Games, we offer and recommend games from Risk and Civilization to various historical simulation games.  There's no risk involved when you rely on the opinions of the experts and friends that inhabit this forum!

Apple II
Page 645
Keyword: A2
-----------
The gang over at A2 at Syndicomm is thankful for yet another year with the Apple II computer.  Join Apple II fanatics from around the world as they discuss computing history, with live reports from the Vintage Computer Festival in Category 5, Topic 15: Other Apple II Events; Apple II emulation as we compare and contrast different emulators in Category 29: Apple II Emulation Online; and programming in Category 58, Topic 2: Development Environment Standards, as we contemplate creating a cross-platform development environment.  Be thankful with us over at the home of the Chief SysOp and Head Turkey, A2 on Syndicomm.

Showbits
Page 840
Keyword: SHOWBITS
-----------------
Could the holiday season be any more bountiful?  Not only do we have seasonal blockbusters like "Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire" (Category 31, Topic 2) and "The Chronicles of Narnia" (Category 31, Topic 11), but we're also being treated to previews to pending superhero hits such as "Superman Returns" (Category 32, Topic 1) and "X-Men 3" (Category 32, Topic 6).  Whether you're watching full movies or partial trailers, Showbits is the place for all Hollywood talk!

Gamebits
Page 850
Keyword: GAMEBITS
-----------------
Originally scheduled for release last month, the next installment in "The Legend of Zelda" series, "Twilight Princess", is both anticipated and feared.  Anticipated for its portrayal of Hyrule as a dark, mature world; feared foro the serious implications this has for our protagonist, Link.  Can he overcome evil when all seems lost?  Contemplate and anticipate in Category 14, Topic 12: The Legend of Zelda.  Speaking of overcoming great evil, Microsoft's Xbox 360 launched last month, and nary a console has been found since then.  Read first impressions on what you're missing in Category 31: Microsoft Xbox 360. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
The options for Syndicomm offline readers are growing, but still have a ways to go.  Syndicomm engineering will work with any interested programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh, Windows, or other operating systems.  Email eng@syndicomm.com if interested.

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown quickly since its inception, due in no small part to its dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty more that everyone else can contribute, too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following topics to have their own discussion areas: Windows/PCs; Travel; Genealogy; Geography; Fiber/Textile; and various consumer and professional topics.  If you're interested in managing one of these or other communities, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2005 by Syndicomm.  All rights reserved.  Syndicomm, Syndicomm Online, and Syndicommotion are trademarks of Eric Shepherd.
